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Abstract - This paper will try to prove that Amir’s unwanted childhood mistakes made toward Hassan were the result of his
childhood innocence and he was a victim of circumstances. | will further show that his redemption and self-realization took place
because Amir himself was a good hearted man with good human instinct which grew up with his maturity. | will try to prove that
Amir was not immoral or blameworthy for his childhood mistakes which were not done intentionally.
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1. Introduction

In The Kite Runner the Afghan American novelist Khaled Hosseini’s brilliant character building and wonderful plots encourage
many critics to think about it in many different ways. Critics have two different views about the protagonist Amir. For some critics
Amir was responsible and blameworthy for his childhood attitude towards Hassan and some critics think that Amir was not
responsible for his childhood mistakes. However, in the novel Hosseini brings out two different sides of human being through the
portrayal of the protagonist Amir. The two sides of human being are innocent childhood with many unintentional mistakes and
matured adolescence with the rise of good human instinct. In The Kite Runner Amir is not an exception but the example of it. He is
not a hero of dynamic characteristics rather he is presenting the role of a common man to represent some common characteristics
of every human being. Amir as a character has lacking and flaws which make him more realistic. Like every common man some
unwanted and unintentional mistakes were made by Amir in his childhood and in the adulthood Amir wanted to correct the mistakes
and achieves redemption and self-realization. This paper will try to prove that Amir’s unwanted childhood mistakes made toward
Hassan were the result of his childhood innocence and he was a victim of circumstances. | will further show that his redemption and
self-realization took place because Amir himself was a good hearted man with good human instinct which grew up with his maturity.
| will try to prove that Amir was not immoral or blameworthy for his childhood mistakes which were not done intentionally. I will
discuss about age and maturity, Amir’s childhood activities, his circumstances and environment, Baba’s behavior and Afghan’s
racism in the novel to prove that.

Il. LITERATURE SURVEY

Y. Suresh Babu, a prominent research scholar in his article “A Study of Child Behavioural Transition in Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite
Runner” stated that, “Adolescent age is a very strange one where children go through many phases like peer pressure, the urge to
feel accepted by others and an extraordinary desire to excel at everything” (74). Peer pressure means the pressure that you feel to
behave in a certain way or to behave like others because your friends or people in your group expect it from you. Same things
happened with our protagonist Amir. In childhood Amir actually wanted to be like Hassan or better than Hassan. But Hassan was
always better, calm, generous and polite than Amir. When Amir could not be like Hassan he felt jealous of him. That was one of
the main reasons for what Amir did not rescue Hassan. But this jealousy was only the peer pressure in Amir which erased later with
the age. Assef, Amir’s childhood playmate also had impact on creating this peer pressure on him. After Hassan’s rape Amir said
that, ““... Assef was right: Nothing was free in this world. Maybe Hassan was the price | had to pay, the lamb | had to slay, to win
Baba” (Hosseini 68). So, Amir actually was shocked after seeing such heinous action and then he thought may be Assef was right
and he behave in the way Assef expected from him.

1. THE ABSENCE OF MOTHER FIGURE

Moreover, the absence of mother figure in Amir’s childhood also had great impact on him. Amir thought he was responsible
for his mother’s death as she died when she was giving birth to Amir. So, the child Amir took full responsibility of his mother’s
death. As a child Amir used to feel the lacking of his mother’s presence and also sense of insecurity. These senses of lacking make
him weak and fragile in his childhood. So, the only other person who would fulfill all these need was his father. But Amir thought
that his father didn’t love him because he (Amir) killed his mother. Amir said, “... I always felt like Baba hated me a little. And why
not? After all, I had killed his beloved wife...” ( Hosseini 17). So, in order to remove himself from this sense of guilt and also to
compensate the lack of mother he craved for his father affection and attention. It is due to this childhood desire for winning father’s
love Amir sacrificed everything; his sense, innocence and friendship. He did not even know what to do and what not to do. So, when
he saw Hassan was being raped he could not think anything about it or could not take any decision. He remained silent. He did not
want to be a part of that. He did not want to have any bad impression in Baba’s eye.
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IV. CHILD-MENTALITY AND ADULT-MENTALITY

Child-mentality and adult-mentality cannot be measured in the same scale pan. At the beginning of the story we will find the
mental maturity level of two child characters Amir and Hassan. As children, Amir and Hassan used to do many mischievous things
like climbing trees and using mirrors to reflect sunlight into a neighbor’s window or with a slingshot shooting walnuts at the
neighbor’s dog etc. So, my point is, in one sense we can consider all these activities as a crime if these activities were done by any
adult person but as these are done by two small boys we are saying it was mischief not crime. Same thing is acceptable for Amir.
As a kid it was his immaturity not to rescue Hassan. He was surprised of being witness of an unknown filthy incident. He was not
guilty or a criminal for doing so. But at the age of adolescence when he gained maturity and understood what was happened actually
with Hassan he felt sad and not let the same thing happened with Hassan’s son Sohrab.

V. MATURITY UPON IMMATURITY

Maturity upon immaturity has a great importance on Amir’s transformation. The child Amir and the adult Amir has two
different definition of life and things. The adult Amir, who is telling the story, understands many things about his younger self that
he clearly didn’t recognize actually while he was a kid. He can understand that was selfish behavior of him. For example, in
childhood he wanted to be the best at everything and could not tolerate Hassan’s goodness. As a kid Amir used to feel that Hassan
was someone lower than him because Hassan was their servant, he was poor and also his background, religious status and position
in society were lower than Amir. Amir could not endure if Hassan did anything praiseworthy and earns Baba’s love and good
behavior. Amir was jealous of Hassan. If Hassan did well in something than Amir e.g. solving riddles, Amir stopped doing that and
if Amir knew something that Hassan didn’t know, like, vocabulary words, Amir became very happy. He started teasing him for his
unawareness. This clear immaturity of Amir shows that how childish he was.

VI. BEING GUILT AND FEELING GUILTY

Being guilt and feeling guilty are two different things. Elizabeth Nita Kurniasih in her paper “The Influence of Amir’s
guilty feeling upon his self-concept in Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner” says that, “Guilty feeling can also be considered as a
threat to the self-concept because it causes discomfort and anxiety. When it does, people tend to react to it in defensive ways” (19).
Amir guilty feelings also create discomfort in him. But in the novel Amir was feeling guilt where he was not guilty actually. At the
opening of the novel The Kite Runner the protagonist Amir states that, “That was a long time ago, but it’s wrong what they say
about the past, I’ve learned, about how you can bury it. Because the past claws its way out. Looking back now, I realize I have been
peeking into that deserted alley for the last twenty-six years” (Hosseini 1). From this sentence it is clear that Amir’s guilty feelings
were stalking him from the last 26 years. He cannot just forget that and go forward in life. It is his good human instinct which makes
him feeling guilty. Amir’s good human instinct was hidden in him at the childhood but it was not absent. Amir’s guilty feeling is
the proof of it. Even, his guilty feeling happen not only with his maturity rather from his childhood too. When Hassan and Ali were
leaving Amir’s house and Hassan admit the crime which he didn’t commit Amir describes his feeling as “I flinched, like I’d been
slapped. My heart sank and I almost blurted out the truth. Then I understood: This was Hassan’s final sacrifice for me. If he’d said
no, Baba would have believed him because we all knew Hassan never lied” (Hosseini 91). This shows that how helpless was Amir
in himself. He was fighting with himself and crying in his mind that “I wasn’t worthy of this sacrifice; | was liar, a cheat, and a
thief” (Hosseini 92). A storm was happening in him but he could do nothing because he was only a child.

VIil. AMIR’S NATURE

Amir is described as a coward but not as an immoral in the novel. However, he was coward at childhood which is very
common in every child’s nature but he was not a cowardly person in his adolescence. Unlike Hassan he could not just stand against
Assef in childhood but we cannot blame Amir for this actually. Every child is different in their nature and being coward is not a
crime in that age. Amir was a kind person who cannot stand to see any act of violence. He used to get scared of seeing such things.
There was an incident which proves Amir’s that nature clearly. Amir said about that incident when he was watching a horse race
with his father one day and got scared that, “... I watched with horror as one of the chapandaz fell off his saddle and was trampled
under a score of hooves. His body was tossed and hurled in the stampede like a rag doll ... his legs bent at unnatural angles, a pool
of his blood soaking through the sand. I began to cry. I cried all the way back home” ( Hosseini 18-19). This incident proves that
remaining silent and being scared in the any terrific incident was Amir’s childhood nature. He was mum in Hassan’s rape because
he was scared and unable to think what to do. But as soon as age grows Amir can overcome his afraid and was able to save Sohrab
from almost same situation.

VIIl. CIRCUMSTANCES

Circumstances build a child with his behavior. Amir was from an upper class family in Kabul, Afghanistan where everyone
used to show respect for him. In the article “A Journey of Self-Actualization of Amir in The Kite Runner” Juan Du states that, “He
[Amir] needn’t face the pressure from the outside world. What’s more, he had a faithful servant who always helped and protected
him. He was a master who could get almost everything that he wanted” (Du 93). So, any lacking never touched him. He never faced
any trouble to defense and when it came time to save his friend Hassan he could do nothing. Though Amir was child good human
instinct was hidden in him but he did not know how to deal with it. So, he did another mistake. Babu in his article said about it that,
“The main problem with Amir as a child is he does not know how to deal with his feelings of guilt and unhappiness after Hassan’s
rape. At first he tries to keep away from Hassan, who becomes a constant reminder to Amir of his own cowardice and selfishness.
He seems to think avoiding Hassan means he won’t feel these things any longer” (76). So, Amir was the victim of circumstances
who actually did not know how to deal with situation.
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IX. AFGHANISTAN’S RACISM AND CLASS DISTINCTION

Afghanistan’s racism and class distinction of that time was one of the main themes of the novel as well as reasons of Amir’s
childhood mistakes. There was ethnical conflict between Pashtuns and Hazaras in the society. Muhammad Asghar Malik in his
article “The Levels of Power Relationship in The Kite Runner” describes about this class conflict in the novel. According to him,
“The Kite Runner deals with the issue of ethnic discrimination in Afghanistan. There is a particular example of the relationship
between Pashtuns and Hazaras. The writer presents another frame of division between Islamic fundamentalists, like Amir’s teacher,
Mullah Fatiullah Khan, and liberal Afghans like Baba’’ (73). In the novel the main two characters Amir and Hassan are literary foils
of each other that belong to separate social classes in the novel. Amir was a twelve years old Pashtun boy with a rich family
belonging, who was well aware of the two diverse social classes in Afghanistan. As a kid he knew that he was superior to Hassan
who born into the honored class of society. So, he felt proud of it. Though Amir and Hassan was good friend Amir could not
differentiate between friendship and master-slave relationship between them. Amir’s age was not that much mature to do that also.
So, this class conflict has a great impact on Amir’s nature and behavior. So, it is very easy to understand that by growing up in such
environment as a child taking right decision was not easy for Amir. We can see that as Amir comes to America with good
environment his good human instinct awakes and he could justify everything. So, environment had great effect on Amir. He “grew
up, changed, and was affected by where he was living—whether that was Afghanistan or California” (Du 93).

X. CONFUSION IN AMIR

Confusion leads Amir to be indecision in his childhood and the main reason of it was Baba. Amir’s confusing statement about
Baba, like, “I wanted to be just like Baba and I wanted to be nothing like him” (Hosseini 160) is a proof of'it. Juan Du in his article
says that Baba was both positive and negative guider for Amir. “On the way to Pakistan, his father risked being shot by Russian
soldiers in order to protect a young woman. Amir was inspired by his father’s courage. Even when Amir went back to rescue Sohrab,
this scene was repeated in his mind” (Du 92). Amir says about this incident that “I had never felt more like crying and laughing at
the same time” ( Hosseini 102). That night Amir was afraid but ultimately very proud. But within a few moments later when Baba
choked karim for throw the women in danger Amir says, “I was glad for the Darkness. I didn’t want to see the murderous look on
Baba’s face” ( Hosseini 103). So, Amir was very much confused about Baba. Amir’s relationship with his father was the root of his
childhood betrayal in The Kite Runner. He taught Amir to be honest and told Amir that “... no matter what the mullah teaches, there
is only one sin, only one. And that is theft. Every sin is a variation of theft” (Hosseini 16). For Baba there is no act more wretched
than stealing (Hosseini 16). Baba used to considered theft as the most serious sin in the world, but he was the thief in himself. He
hid the truth from Amir that he had a brother, the identity from Hassan, and the respect from Ali. So, as a character Baba was
confusing and this confusedness makes Amir confused about doing anything or taking any decision in childhood.

XI. HASSAN AND AMIR’S FRIENDSHIP

Hassan and Amir’s friendship is a strong proof of their innocence of childhood. Both of them had love for each other. In the
second chapter, Amir describes that how cherished their friendship was. They used to climb trees together, pick and eat berries and
nuts and laugh. They were childhood friend with strong bonding. Amir says about them that Hassan was “the perfect audience”
(Hosseini 29) when he used to tell story, they were the “kids who had learned to crawl together” (Hosseini 22). Hassan also openly
declared about their friendship when Assef attacked Amir Hassan rescued him be saying "Amir agha and | are friends" (Hosseini
64). However their friendship is clearly described at the beginning if chapter two where Amir described that,

Sometimes, up in those trees, | talked Hassan into firing walnuts with his slingshot at the neighbor's one-eyed
German shepherd. Hassan never wanted to, but if | asked, really asked, he wouldn't deny me. Hassan never denied
me anything. And he was deadly with his slingshot. Hassan's father, Ali, used to catch us and get mad, or as mad
as someone as gentle as Ali could ever get. He would wag his finger and wave us down from the tree. He would
take the mirror and tell us what his mother had told him, that the devil shone mirrors too, shone them to distract
Muslims during prayer. "And he laughs while he does it," he always added, scowling at his son.
"Yes, Father," Hassan would mumble, looking down at his feet. But he never told on me. Never told that the
mirror, like shooting walnuts at the neighbor's dog, was always my idea. (Hosseini 3-4)
Hassan and Amir’s friendship was very much pure and close. No child can deceive or betray such friendship. So, Amir was not
responsible for his childhood mistakes actually rather he was victim of surroundings and also he was too young to do something at
that moment.

XIl. GROWTH IN HUMAN NATURE

Juan Du in his article tries to prove that Amir changed himself and has become a good person only because he committed some
mistakes at his childhood. In this article “A Journey of Self-Actualization of Amir in The Kite Runner” Du says, “Amir’s way to
redemption for what he did to Hassan, he has obtained the power of pursuit of love, loyalty, responsibility, dignity and courage”
(90). So, according to him, Amir did wrong to Hassan and in the way of redemption he perceived love, loyalty, responsibility,
dignity and courage in his character. But | think Amir did not perceive these characteristics in the way of redemption only because
he committed some mistake in his past age rather he was a good person in himself with good human instinct and in the way of his
growing up he perceived these characteristics. As he grew up he became more matured and could understand his inner self. That’s
why his decisions of adult age were no more wrong and with the growing age he could understand his inner characteristics of love,
loyalty, responsibility, dignity and courage which were hidden in him.
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XI111. CONCLUSION

The Kite Runner bears a typical theme of growth in human nature which is very much clear through the protagonist Amir.
Amir’s awakening of the good instinct in the novel completed with his gaining maturity. So, Amir’s unwanted childhood mistakes
were the result of his innocence of childhood and his redemption and self-realization took place because Amir himself was a good
hearted man with good human instinct which grew up with his maturity. The actual reasons of Amir’s childhood mistake were his
child-mentality, peer pressure, immaturity, cowardliness, his confused nature, Afghanistan’s environment, racial conflict and class-
distinction, circumstances and situations. However, with the maturity, in adult age Amir can overcome all of these and can realize
his own good human instinct.
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