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Abstract - The Great Gatsby as an epitome of the jazz age novel, reflects the socio-political conditions of America at 1930s. It is a 

famous classic of English literature. Fitzgerald presents a prominent female character Daisy in the novel. Daisy prioritizes 

capitalistic trends for her life forgetting human-centric tradition. This paper will attempt to show that Fitzgerald portraits Daisy’s 

character to represent the picture of capitalist women in the novel who become corrupted by adopting capitalistic mentality and 

destroy the peace of society and their family. 

Index Terms – the disappointment and frustration, capitalist American women, fascination for wealth and high social status, 

greediness in nature, immature behavior, violation of relations. arrogant and careless nature. 

I. Introduction  

Francis Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940), is an American writer whose works were instigated by the so-called “jazz age” as he called it 

himself. Fitzgerald published two collections of short stories Flappers and Philosophers and Tales of the Jazz Age in 1921 and 

1922.His Roman-Catholic upbringing played a vital role in his creative output. Some of his famous novels are This Side of Paradise 

(1920), The Beautiful and The Damned (1922), Tender is The Night (1934), The Great Gatsby (1925).He died on December 21, 

1940. At the time of his death much of Fitzgerald’s fiction including The Great Gatsby, were forgotten or unread. Today The Great 

Gatsby is the subject of many diverse critical assessments that have elevated the novel to its current prominent position in American 

literature. It has been considered the finest achievement of Fitzgerald’s literary career. The Great Gatsby as an epitome of the jazz 

age novel, reflects the socio-political conditions of America at 1930s. It is a famous classic of English literature. Fitzgerald presents 

a prominent female character Daisy in the novel. Daisy prioritizes capitalistic trends for her life forgetting human-centric tradition. 

In Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary Capitalism means “an economic system in which a country’s business and industry are 

controlled and run for profit by private owners rather than by the government”. This is how capitalism inspires to pursue wealth at 

the personal level. Knowingly or unknowingly, Daisy is influenced by it like men. This paper will attempt to show that Fitzgerald 

portraits Daisy’s character to represent the picture of capitalist women in the novel who become corrupted by adopting capitalistic 

mentality and destroy the peace of society and their family. 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 
In The Great Gatsby, Daisy had a love relationship with Gatsby before her marriage. But the financial assurance and luxury lifestyle 

which she wanted, Tom could provide her and Gatsby couldn’t. So, she didn’t wait for Gatsby and married Tom because of enormous 

wealth and higher social status because her only target was money and status.  After her marriage, when she met Gatsby She makes 

extra marital relationship with Gatsby. This is the evidence of her corrupted capitalist mentality. She would never leave Tom for 

Gatsby, because Tom posses a higher social status which Gatsby doesn’t. When situation forces her to choose one between Tom 

and Gatsby she ends up by staying with Tom. This proves that her love for Gatsby is just fantasy and her relation with Gatsby is 

just a proof of her carelessness. Daisy’s corrupted capitalistic mentality and her irresponsible steps bring disaster to other’s life. 

Here we find the reflection of European Capitalism which got initiated in 14th century and inspired men and women to be wealth-

centric. Abigail W. Adams, in his essay “How to Compare Capitalism and Marxism”, points out, “Capitalism emerged during the 

demise of feudalism in the 14th century, and is based on the principle of economic individualism, or the right to own private property 

and exercise autonomy in making economic decisions” (Adams 2010). A capitalist woman always gives priority to money, social 

status and luxurious life. Daisy, here does the same and proves herself as a capitalist. Joel Achenbach, in his article “Why The Great 

Gatsby is the great American novel”, has explored cultural degradation in 1920’s America as the cause of all misery. M. 

Samkanashvili, in his article “The role of women in The Great Gatsby by Scott Fitzgerald”, shows his finding that Daisy is 

transformed from ideal to materialistic-minded being influenced by her husband Tom. Roger Lewis, in his article “Money, Love 

and Aspiration in The Great Gatsby”, has discovered a divided self in Daisy and a pathetic social milieu built by commercialism. A 

review of literature on “Joining of women in men’s queue of capitalism and the resultant acceleration of the crisis of mankind: A 

study on Daisy of The Great Gatsby by Scott Fitzgerald” reveals that there have been many works which focus on the characters 

especially woman characters, their nature, problems and their relationship. 

III. THE DISAPPOINTMENT AND FRUSTRATION IN DAISY 

Daisy is disappointed in having a female child instead of a male child. When Daisy is explaining to Nick about her daughter, she 

says, “… I hope she’ll be a fool- that’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool.” She indicates the rude and 

insulting behavior of her husband Tom who always bullies and maintains an extra-marital or adulterous relationship with another 

woman that she has to endure all her life. To her, Tom or any man hardly gives importance to his wife, considers them unintelligent. 

To her, the best way for women to get ahead in life is to remain like a candy for men. While this may seem as recognition of the 

plight of women in the world from Daisy, her actions later in the book imply that she wants to do nothing to change it. Rather she 
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herself, like Tom, gets involved in an extra-marital or adulterous affair with another man Gatsby, her ex-lover. Gatsby describes her 

as having a voice full of money. So she is the representative of money minded, frustrated, aimless American capitalist women who 

do not initiate or participate in any amoral action as an unintended or subconscious revenge on their respective male counterparts 

for the injustice done to them. Even if they do, it is never justified because one injustice cannot be answered with another.  

IV. PORTRAYAL OF CAPITALIST AMERICAN WOMEN 

Daisy of The Great Gatsby is the portrait of American capitalist women of 1920’s, who were pursuing wealth and status by pursuing 

rich men. Daisy is beautiful, enchanting yet hollow. Her voice gives only the illusion of sincerity which actually she is not. Because 

of her illusory quality, Daisy fits in perfectly as the incarnation of Gatsby’s dream, which is built on the illusory premise that money 

alone can fulfill an ideal. When author introduces Daisy for the first time, she wants to plan something but does not know how to 

go about it. She needs someone who can decide for her. As Nick remarks, she and those like her are on a permanent move drifting 

aimlessly among rich with no apparent purpose. With unlimited wealth and without inner resources, her life is as purposeless as the 

candles that burn on her dinner table. There are “gay” exciting things in her past and future, bit she has no capacity for living in the 

present. So, like other capitalistic American women, Daisy is peace less, aimless. She has no idea what to do. She has money, high 

social status, which she wanted. But she cannot be happy with her unlimited wealth. Daisy doesn’t care much about her daughter at 

all. This idea is clarified later when Daisy speaks after Nick has asked about her daughter, “I suppose she talks, and – eats, and 

everything” (Fitzgerald 164). 

 

V. THE CORRUPTED CAPITALIST WOMEN AND THEIR AMBITION 

 

Daisy had an early attachment with Gatsby before her marriage with Tom Buchanan. When Nick meets Jordan Baker later, she tells 

him how she met Daisy Fay. One day Jordan found her sitting in her roadster with a lieutenant she had seen before. They were so 

engrossed in each other that Daisy did not notice Jordan until she came close. Jordan says to Nick, “She was sitting in it with a 

lieutenant I had never seen before. Hey were so engrossed in each other that she didn’t see me until I was five feet away” (Fitzgerald 

205). All the while the young officer continued to look at her adoringly. The young officer was Jay Gatsby, whom she recognized 

after four years on long Island. Gatsby tells Nick about his early attachment to Daisy. Daisy was the first nice girl, Gatsby ever 

knew. He found her exceedingly desirable. He used to go to her house with other officers from Camp Taylor. The author describes 

his feeling in this way, “It excited him, too that many men had already loved Daisy– it increased her value in his eyes… But he 

knew that he was in Daisy’s house by a colossal accident” (Fitzgerald  261). However, Gatsby tells Nick, “I can’t describe to you 

how surprised I was to find out I loved her, old sport. I even hoped for a while that she’d throw me over, but she didn’t, because she 

was in love me too” (Fitzgerald 262). So it is clear that Daisy had an intimate relationship with Gatsby. But she did not wait for 

Gatsby because her love for Gatsby was her illusion. Soon she decided to marry Tom. Because Tom could give her unlimited wealth 

and high social status and these things are the main targets of capitalist women. 

 

VI. FASCINATION FOR WEALTH AND HIGH SOCIAL STATUS 

 

Daisy is fascinated to wealth and high social status. She wanted a life of unlimited wealth and luxury, which Tom was able to 

provide her. Daisy Buchanan and Jay Gatsby relationship was damaged by their contrasting social classes, but also because he had 

lack of status and wealth. In relation to this Daisy married Tom for his wealth and status not for his love, which suggests Daisy is a 

materialistic and capitalistic character. In the first section of the novel, Daisy seems happy because of her luxury when she meets 

Nick. She tells Nick, “I am p-paralyzed with happiness” (Fitzgerald 161). Though she is well aware about her condition off 

frustration, hopelessness and Tom’s extra-marital or adulterous relationship with Myrtle Wilson, she has introduced herself as the 

happiest woman with the statement just mentioned. That is, she considers her rich lifestyle, wealth and high social class as happiness. 

 

VII. GREEDINESS IN NATURE 

 

When Daisy meets Gatsby after some years she becomes mesmerize by wealth and luxurious house of Gatsby. After seeing the rich 

collection of furniture and rich collection of clothes Daisy becomes emotional. Nick describes, “While we admired hr brought more 

and the soft rich heap mounted higher shirts with stripes and scrolls and plaids in coral and apple green and lavender and faint 

orange, with monograms of Indian blue. Suddenly, with a strained sound, Daisy bent her head into the shirts and began to cry 

stormily” (Fitzgerald 218). It proves that her whole attraction is on wealth and luxury and these are the prominent traits of capitalistic 

women. As an American capitalistic woman of 1920’s, Daisy first left Gatsby for Tom, as Tom had a well-established place in high 

society and then when she notices the luxury of Gatsby exceeding Tom’s, she leaves Tom for Gatsby. 

 

VIII. DAISY’S SEDUCING NATURE 

 

From the beginning of the novel, Fitzgerald gives hints about Daisy’s seducing nature. She has an enchanting voice. Nick describes 

her behavior early in the book, saying, “She laughed again, as if , she said something very witty, and held my hand for a moment, 

looking up in to my face, promising that there was no one in the world she so much wanted to see” (Fitzgerald 158). There is a 

singing compulsion, an arrangement of notes that makes men wild. It is full of promises, hints of wonderful things. Nick describes 

her voice, “There was an excitement in her voice that men who had cared for her found difficult to forget; a singing compulsion, a 

whispered ‘Listen’, a promise that she had done gay, exciting things just a while since and that there were gay, exciting things 

hovering in the next hour” (Fitzgerald 158). To Gatsby, Daisy’s seductive voice speaks of wealth, social status, glamour, family and 

of course Daisy herself- everything that Gatsby wants. Daisy’s voice makes her sound untouchable. Nick thinks of it as full of 

money and that it sounds like it belongs to someone who lives high in a white palace, the king’s daughter. She has a deep capacity 

for love and she wants to be loved. Naturally a woman can have such a sweet voice but it does not mean that she will coquettishly 

use it to attract men. 
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IX. IMMATURE BEHAVIOR 

 

Daisy may be a married woman with a child, but she does not seem like she is able to grow up much. She cannot live with the 

consequences of her actions, drunkenly trying to change her mind on the night before her wedding being unable to make her mind 

between Tom and Gatsby. Pure- hearted Gatsby cannot understand this kind of indecision. But to Daisy, it is just a part of her 

girlhood. She likes to attract men towards her. She wants to get everyone’s attention and b loved by many handsome men. These 

are the traits of corrupted capitalistic women of modern society. And Daisy is a representative of that class.  

 

X. MERETRICIOUS HIDDEN NATURE BEHIND BEAUTY 

 

Daisy represents the corrupted goal itself. She is entirely meretricious behind her beauty. Her characteristic indecision and 

irresponsibility come out in the story of her brief faithfulness to the departed Gatsby and her marriage to Tom Buchanan the day 

after she drunkenly declares she has changed her mind. Later in the novel she reverts to loving Gatsby again, but in the same way 

the pressure of circumstances overcomes her feeling for Gatsby and brings her back to Tom. She is not ideal and honest. When 

Daisy has betrayed Gatsby in the last part of the novel for the second time, he insists on remaining as a protection for her. But 

Gatsby fails. In fine, Daisy appears as an overprotected, corrupted person rather than a vicious one. Daisy’s decision to marry Tom 

was just a response to her lack of inner resources and her corrupted nature. She allowed herself to be overcome by Tom Buchanan. 

Her seeming emotion is only the illusion of sincerity. Because of her corrupted nature she could not stand for Gatsby, and when 

Tom steps in, she takes the opportunity to remain in the upper class of the society. Her goal was corrupted from her very past life. 

Again when she makes relationship with Gatsby after some years, her goal was not leaving Tom and marrying Gatsby but her only 

goal is making a hollow, purposeless extra marital relationship. Like other materialistic and capitalistic women, Daisy’s goal is 

corrupted. 

 

XI. ARROGANT AND CARELESS NATURE 

 

As a member of the established American aristocracy of wealth, Daisy always feels proud for her wealth and status. For her, the 

ideal is always bound up with wealth. She and Tom Buchanan are really partners in a secret society of established wealth. And as a 

member of the established American aristocratic society, Daisy could never live with a man who existed on Gatsby’s social level. 

Gatsby’s display of wealth without tradition simply is not sufficient for permanent entry into Daisy’s world. Her husband, Tom, is 

currently cheating on her and has cheated on her more than once. Even during their honeymoon, there was incident that very clearly 

meant Tom was cheating. But Daisy just ignores this behavior because this type of incident is very common in their social class, to 

where Daisy and Tom belong, because Tom gives her luxury and well established social status. Daisy lives in a dream-full life, as 

Tom’s wife. Tom and Daisy are the rich typical residents of East Egg as they have always been wealthy and belong to a traditional 

class. Daisy’s reaction at Gatsby’s party can be seen as a proof that Gatsby will never succeed in his attempt to win her back. Daisy’s 

reaction was, like the opinions of people of her status towards this kind of showy party, display of new money without tradition. So 

Daisy is not like a woman who will leave her aristocracy for her love. Daisy’s fascination for wealth is a sign of her insincerity, her 

desire to play at life rather than take any responsibility. Play- acting and empty gestures are invariably more attractive to her than 

genuine emotions. She is worried about losing her lover to some authentically radiant young girl, a fear that underscores the in 

authenticity of Daisy’s own radiance. Daisy’s actions are indiscreet as her voice. 

 

XII. BRUTALITY IN NATURE 

 

Daisy’s reckless driving kills Myrtle. Despite this death in her hand, she remains quite normal as on that very day Tom comes to 

know about Daisy’s extra-marital or adulterous relationship with Gatsby, Gatsby fears that Tom will be furious on Daisy. Actually, 

both of them enjoy fried chicken in the afternoon of that day.  Afterwards, to take revenge on Gatsby for his being together with his 

wife that hurts his ego, Tom tactfully tells Wilson that the car that killed his wife belongs to Gatsby. Tom does not mention that 

Daisy was in the driving seat. Thus Tom equivocates, tells the truth but gives a false gesture. Wilson takes a gun and shoots at 

Gatsby.  Tom and Daisy’s mental arrogance regarding the situation, which creates after the accident of Myrtle Wilson, shows how 

little they care about other people’s lives. In Nick’s word, “They were careless people, Tom and Daisy- they smashed up things and 

creatures and then retreated back in to their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together, and let 

other people clean up the mess they had made” (Fitzgerald 284). So, Daisy and Tom are the member of capitalistic society, where 

people become careless to others’ lives. They are corrupted in their nature and their corrupted nature leads them to become careless, 

arrogant and hollow. 

 

XIII. VIOLATION OF RELATIONS 

 

Daisy Buchanan violates the marriage relationship by maintaining extra marital relationship. Though Tom has cheated Daisy many 

times, but Daisy seems like sincere to her marriage relationship with Tom Buchanan. But, when she meets Gatsby, she gradually 

forgets about her commitment to Tom, as a wife. And she is maintaining an extra marital relationship with Gatsby. In her relation 

with Gatsby, she never feels any urge to be honest to her relationship with Tom. She starts to visit Gatsby’s house regularly. Gatsby 

tells Nick, “I wanted somebody who wouldn’t gossip. Daisy comes over quite often – in the afternoons” (Fitzgerald 233). She 

doesn’t love Gatsby, her emotion or love for Gatsby is only the illusion of love. If she loved Gatsby she could wait for him before 

her marriage to Tom. But she didn’t. And she never leaves Tom for Gatsby. She doesn’t remain loyal to Tom nor Gatsby. Dishonesty 

to the relationship is a common trait of materialistic and capitalistic women. Daisy is such a capitalistic who doesn’t know the value 

of relationship and value of loyalty. 
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XIV. CONCLUSION 

 

Daisy, in The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, acts as true capitalist. Daisy, in The Great Gatsby, represents American capitalist 

women. Though she had an early attachment with Gatsby, she did not wait for Gatsby and married Tom because the lifestyle and 

social status she wanted could be provided to her only by rich Tom, not Gatsby. But after her marriage with Tom, she again gets 

chance to establish a relationship with Gatsby, though she is well aware that she will never leave Tom for Gatsby. She cannot lose 

the financial and social security which Tom provides to her. So, from the very beginning of the novel, she acts as a capitalist woman. 

Gatsby pays for Daisy’s corrupted acts by being killed.  

Women have been lost their womanly affection and glory by joining in the race of capitalism. The capitalism corrupts not only men 

but also women. Scholar Muin-ud-Din Ahmed Khan says, “Human life runs on a miracle play of economics and morality” (10). 

Later he again mentions the official theme of Capitalism “the laissez faire” or “Do as you like” (Khan 51). So, women become 

corrupted by adopting capitalistic mentality and destroy the peace of society and their family. In The Great Gatsby Daisy married 

Tom for his wealth and established social status, though she had an early attachment to Gatsby, but she thought it better to marry 

Tom instead of Gatsby. Like a corrupted capitalist woman, she makes extra marital relation with Gatsby. Her joining in the race of 

capitalism brings disaster to others’ life. Women’s joining in the race of capitalism endangers the society. Novel Laureate Dr. 

Mohammed Yunus in a recent speech says about capitalism, "It's a ticking time bomb and a great danger to the world" (“World’s 

Growing Inequality”). It is a red alarm for social value and traditions. As women play important roles in the society and family as 

mother, wife, sister and daughters, if they become corrupted due to capitalism, it will bring disaster for society. 
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