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Abstract 
 
This study offered an in-depth illustration of role played by Indian anti-colonial nationalist, Mahatma Gandhi in 

acquiring India’s freedom from British colonial rule. This paper provided an emphasis on Gandhian political principles 

of nonviolence in context of Indian independence movements. In this paper, several perceptions were obtained, which 

intend to gain a comprehensive grasp of how Mahatma Gandhi’s personality of saint and political activism arguably 

derived India’s independence in 1947. Contradictory criticisms of Gandhi’s political ethics of ahimsa and Satyagraha 

were also evaluated to give a landscape for India’s conventional armed revolutions in freedom struggle. The anti-

colonialism of India was inspired by a wide diversity of economic, political, and religious factors toward the idea of 

getting rid of British domination by different modes and means. Going beyond class disruptions, Mahatma Gandhi’s 

anti-colonial movements endeavoured participatory initiatives to gain freedom for India. Therefore, democracy and 

Gandhi’s anti-colonial movement as a political leader in pre-independent India emerge to be interrelated under the lens 

of liberal-democratic theory. 
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Introduction 

 Indian independence movement was ignited by the efforts of people, in which one of the great names of anti-colonialist 

nationalists was Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi's contribution to Indian independence movement cannot be illustrated in words, as he 

stirred Indian ordinary people to fight for freedom without shedding blood. Gandhi's call for Civil Disobedience Movement, 

Non-Cooperation Movement, and Quit-India movement against British government exhibited his striving for Indian freedom 

movement. His non-violent resistance against colonial rule of British has influenced modern civil disobedience movements 

across the world. It is unquestionable that political ethicist, Mahatma Gandhi's use of non-violence in context of the Satyagraha 

system in freedom struggle of India fortified Indian independence from British rule. 

 

Background 

 Mahatma Gandhi is a political ethicist, whose idealism was not denying politics though it is more inclined to non-

violence. “History of the Freedom Movement in India” by R.C. Majumdar begins with emergence of Mahatma Gandhi as a 

leader in Indian independence movement (Pokhriyal & Chaturvedi, 2020). Gandhi, being an anti-colonial nationalist, combined 

the dual role of a saint and an active politician, which was a great appeal to Indian masses that ignited India’s freedom struggle. 

Nationalist history of India was initiated as a reaction against imperialist history derived from colonial rule of British, and this is 

where Gandhi’s call for anti-colonial struggle emerged to be integral. Argumentatively, Gandhi’s leadership of Indian 
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independence movement was against violent anti-colonial struggles, which was largely criticised by Marxists, Dalits, and 

feminists considering their scepticism of nonviolence against forces (King, 2022). Hence, even with such criticisms, Gandhi’s 

idea of nonviolence as has had a monumental as well as ongoing influence on Indian independence movement. Gandhi, once 

bestowed the title of Kaiser-e-Hind, is the biggest figure in the history of the freedom fighter, not only from the governing 

colonial power of the Englishmen and the European power but also the social enmities in Indian conservative society. Starting 

from the continent of Africa to India, he is idle of righteousness.   

In the year of 1919, Gandhiji devoted himself to the battle fought against the governing colonial government of the 

British Empire. The era of Gandhi began with his first initiative "The Home Rule" movement (Nitonde et al, 2021). Gandhiji, 

with his ardor ideology of Non-violence that he adopted from Russian Novelist Leo Tolstoy's "Kingdom of God".  The father of 

the Indian Nation believed in truth and righteousness. By abolishing all the extreme ways, he took the way to anyhow arrive at a 

negotiation with the Englishmen, but by the end of 1920, he stated that it is not about will, but about freedom (Mishra et al. 

2019). Mahatma was enraged with the policies against the rights of Indians, enacted by the government; thereby he chose to 

demand "Purna Swaraj" with the British people or without British people.From the perspective of renowned anti-colonial 

nationalist and political ethicist, Mahatma Gandhi, nationalism can have a widened boundary with exclusion of selfishness and 

narrowness. In the analysis of Tahira Gonsalves concerning Gandhian nationalism in India, this movement is said to have 

incorporated Hinduism culture into nationalistic views (Gonsalves, 2000). For instance, his nationalistic observation comes from 

Hindu ideology, which shaped his call for freedom struggle wrapped with ahimsa and Satyagraha. Gandhi’s political turn started 

with his gaining major success in the Champaran agitation in 1917, which concerned the revolt of farmers against British 

power’s imposed indigo cultivation (Shep, 2020). Gandhi’s principles seem to be pertinent considering his nonviolence doctrine 

discovered strategies for peaceful departure of British imperialism from Indian soil. 

Gandhi’s social as well as political observations were multidimensional, which ensures relevance of Gandhian 

philosophy in contemporary Indian economy. His political thoughts for the Indian freedom struggle were based on inclusiveness, 

compassion, peace, truth, mass participation, integrity, fairness, cooperation, humanity, and relative others (Yadav & Sangdo, 

2020). Furthermore, his ideologies, such as Decentralisation and Swaraj (self-rule) have been the monumental ignition against 

federal structure of Indian politics, which paved the path for Indian independence. His creative visions incorporating swaraj, 

Satyagraha, swadeshi, and sarvodaya constructed a living democracy in India while peacefully alleviating colonial imperialism 

of British (Devika & Arulmani, 2014). Hence, his political ethics of nonviolent rejection of tyranny in context of Indian freedom 

struggle made him a practical leader of change in the independence movement.Swaraj and Purna Swaraj against the satanic 

empire of the British 

While in the 1st World War the British Empire engaged in the war, and the price of the exotic staff raised by 100 

percent. Gandhiji tried, again and again, to talk about the sufferings and the catastrophe that was thrust upon the commoners of 

this colony. He failed to make them, think about the people, with the Rowlat Act of 1916, when the British took every single 

right of the citizen to protest against the unethical rules of the government; Gandhi called up the commoners to join the 

"Satyagraha Sava" in order to secure the rights on the basic stuff for a living (Das,2022). The Satyagraha movement started to 

spread all over India, and leading leaders of the India National Congress got caught and put behind the bars. 

 

Rationale 

 Gandhi’s politics of non-violence in context of Indian independence movement was largely influenced by Leo Tolstoy's 

critique of institutional Christianity. Tolstoy’s article, “A letter to a Hindu” endorsed a nonviolent strategy rather than a violent 

struggle while intending to free India from British rule (Challa, 2016). Gandhian quotes, “...Satyagrahis could have their fill of 

the fruit and yet have a surplus besides.” - this clearly reflected his call for brotherhood while criticising unkind treatment 

imposed by white rulers. In response to British imperialism, Gandhi’s strive for Indian freedom movement garnered four major 

virtues during Non-cooperation in 1930 and Quit India Movement in 1942 (Singh, 2021). These virtues are truth, love, non-

violence, and fraternity. It is undeniable that Mahatma Gandhi rocked Indian independence movement with powerful weapons, 

such as Non-violence and Satyagraha movement. Gandhi’s policy completely relied on peaceful movement, by boycotting 

British goods, becoming self-sufficient in clothing and food, and more (BARMAN, 2020). Thus, his political contribution to 

Indian freedom struggle has taken a permanent seat in Indian people’s minds. 

 

 Though non-violent anti-colonial struggle of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi impacted the global context of national 

movements, his political panorama was also subject to numerous criticisms. In the words of Eric Erikson, Gandhi was a 

nonviolent man who tyrannised over himself, which exhibited some radical criticism against Gandhi’s nonviolent struggle for 

freedom (Akhtar, 2020). Moreover, pragmatist criticisms also bring out flaws of Gandhi’s nonviolent political policy in the 

Indian independence movement, which question his political strive for India’s freedom. For instance, though Gandhi became an 

active participant in resisting injustice against anti-colonial imperialism, his Gene Sharp was concerned that Gandhi “tried to 

convince people who did not believe in ahimsa [nonviolence] on ethical grounds” (Martin, 2020). Thus, it can be said that even 

when Gandhian philosophy does not deny political ethics, it is the landscape, which was not ready for embracing the same policy 

of non-violence as a practical expedient. 

 Gandhiji heartache to know the critical situation that commoners had faced, who didn't even have necessary food 

supplements and clothes. Even, though he had done every possible method to negotiate with the government he failed 

(Maheswari, 2019). Different leaders, who follow the ideology of Gandhi, revolt against the Rowlat Act, which was enacted to 

prevent the freedom fighters to raise their voices against these barbaric acts.  

“It is the politics of actions, not the talk” 

The massacre of JallianwalaBagh" in 1919, one may say so, was the most tragic incident that happened to terrify and ambush the 

hope of the people, where thousands of people were killed, whereas they were protected peacefully and unarmed in a small town 

of Punjab (Khatun,2023). Gandhiji called on the movement of the Satyagraha against this act of cruelty. 

“This satanic government cannot be mended, it must be ended.” 
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 Further research reveals how the anti-colonial nationalist, Mahatma Gandhi with his pious nonviolence averted a 

revolution, which could have otherwise reordered Indian society under the imperial hands of British rule. In this regard, 

Gandhi’s preaching Satyagraha seemed to be an assurance that powerful ones remained in their respective position of power, 

which exhibits a Marxist criticism of Gandhian politics (Ahmed, 2022). George Orwell has taken this criticism further by 

illustrating how British colonial rule perceived Gandhi as its right hand. This is because, under Gandhian influence, British rule 

fortified that no actions could take place or controlled masses, which would have made a difference in Indian independence 

(Tripathi, 2022). Henceforth, Gandhi’s markable political ethics of nonviolence for the Indian freedom struggle is subject to 

numerous drawbacks observed from varied perspectives. 

 

Research gap 

 The study has considered key areas of Gandhi’s political policies in context of his endeavour for Indian independence 

movement with various initiatives. However, his saintly behaviour infused with political agendas involved a broader dimension, 

which apart from diminishing British imperialism, also called for alleviation of colonial hangover. Indian freedom struggle to 

reduce Indian mass’s colonial hangover is interpreted in a limited manner. In addition, a comparison between Gandhi’s political 

ethics and his other contemporaries’ perceived freedom movements is not illustrated explicitly. A wider emphasis on these 

specific areas would have been finer to obtain a grasp of Gandhi’s success in Indian independence movement with his political 

ethics of nonviolence. 

 

Previous literature analysis 

Global roots of the freedom struggle in India 

History of Indian independence involved numerous armed revolutions that is to break free from British colonialism, and 

from ancient times, freedom struggles have been taking place. Contributions of anti-colonial nationalists in India, thus, seem to 

be unquestionable considering their strive to gain freedom through political dogmas. For example, Gandhian values of ahimsa, 

Satyagraha, and others are still found to be pertinent in contemporary India, as his legacy is still prominent in resolving historical 

and political conflicts (Mukherjee, 2010). On the other hand, anti-colonial nationalists, such as Subhash Chandra Bose called for 

armed revolutions to gain freedom for India from British imperialism. Violent or non-violent resistances - history of Indian 

freedom movements is subject to conventional revolts, which are perceived to be the means of Indian independence (Tripathi, 

2022). 

 

Conception of Gandhi regarding religion 

Indian history is composed of several struggles that have left an indelible imprint. As commented by Sarkar (2021), the 

protest Gandhi started in South Africa where injustice against the Indians was writ large. As Gandhi strongly believed in non-

violence and truth, he accepted creative forces of religion in human history. Gandhi had a strong belief in trustshiprather than 

conflict and in view of this, he asked Indian capitalists who were having surplus amounts of capital to invest in promotion of 

employment generation so that economic inequality could be reduced. 

 Theory of civil disobedience inspired Gandhi to delve into the nitty gritty of civil disobedience. The unjustified laws 

that are sanctioned may not be accepted by society and have the right to oppose them by a method called civil disobedience. 

Hence, as per the thoughts of Gandhi, society is supreme and can oppose the abnormal law (law of conscience). Law of 

conscience is at times of greater value than the law of state as law of state is based on the region while normal law is involuntary 

in nature. 

Gandhiji always kept the concept of peaceful and legitimate revolting against the satanic intentions of these policies held against 

the British government. With days of huger struck, days of believing that the British government would listen to them, and the 

bloodshed done by the hand of the Government. With The "divide and rule" moral of British gave birth to Communalism in the 

unity of Indian people (Mistri, 2021). However, Gandhiji actively took part in the Khilafat movement to display unity between 

the Hindu and Muslim communities.  

 

Ideas of Gandhi on man and society 

 

 The relationship between man and society was central to the thoughts of Gandhi and has been able to attract special 

attention of Indian youth and freedom fighters. Gandhism is comprised of innovative ideas that are religion to politics where he 

regarded the religion must be a torch bearer of politics and politics may be guided by opportunism, malpractices, and violence. 

In the western states, he had commented that there was serious severity of political war and this is evoked by states (Prasad, 

2019). The thoughts of western industrialization had jolted the mind of Gandhi and he believed that the British industries had 

exploited the youths as the unemployment rate had soared which had impoverished India. The British policymakers were also 

scared of Gandhi as he deeply criticised industrialisation which was previously condemned by Karl Marx. in the era of industrial 

revolution, Gandhi intended to break the production tier where critics of exploitation were present. 

"Swaraj within in the British, if possible, and outside, if necessary” 

Between the years 1919 and 1938, he restlessly contributed to the freedom of the motherland from the shackles of the 

colonial government, the Home Rule movement, the Non-cooperating movement, and the Non-obedience movements, so forth 

and so forth, were governed and led by the ideology of "Ahinsha and satyagraha". 



TIJER || ISSN 2349-9249 || © June 2023 Volume 10, Issue 6 || www.tijer.org 

TIJER2306140 TIJER - INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL  www.tijer.org 154 
 

 However, the beliefs of Gandhi were the immanent unity of all human beings was put to test while conflicts were 

paramount in individual action and social order. Gandhi explained how social emancipation and individual salvation could be 

more or less simultaneous.According to him, willing submission to social restraint is needed for the well-being of society. The 

test of spiritual individualism is being catered by raising the “lone voice” that led Gandhi to occupy the minority position when 

he failed to get the support of the majority. The fact is that Gandhi was centuries ahead in common humanity in his moral 

evolution and that was bound to fail to carry them along with him. 

 

Criticism of Gandhi’s nonviolence as a political principle for Indian independence movement 

 

 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi emerged to be the lead in Indian nationalist movement, as his non-violent protests are a 

heritage marked even in modern India. Nevertheless, his non-violent resistance and non-cooperation against British rules seemed 

to fail radically as more violent anti-colonial entities were formed before and after WW1, which influenced anti-colonial politics 

as well as national security (Coward, 2012). India's independence took its successful turn under the aggressive leadership of 

another anti-colonial nationalist, Subhas Chandra Bose. It is during his time that British unease was accentuated by violent 

resistance promoted by Bose, which spurred the mass nationalism that enforced Britain to withdraw in 1947 (Balasubramanian, 

Venkatraman & Dhanalakshmi, 2020). This is the marked difference between anti-colonial nationalist, Mahatma Gandhi and his 

contemporary Subhas Chandra Bose, who embraced non-violent and violent resistance respectively. Therefore, it is true that 

Gandhian political ethics overshadowed violence that assisted India to break free from British colonial rule. 

 Moreover, observations of eminent figures, such as George Orwell, Eric Erikson, Gene Sharp and others also unveil the 

under-shadowed politics that Gandhi's nationalist views fail to ignite India's independence. For instance, nonviolence of 

Mahatma Gandhi assured British colonial rule of an absence of raise in mass protests, which could exaggerate India's 

independence (Martin, 2020). In addition, armed revolutions were what pre-independent India required to gain freedom from 

British imperialism. It can be seen in Alinsky's words that unveiled Gandhi's ahimsa (non-violence) fails to work against violent 

opponents, and thus, it is evident that Gandhian political ethics is concerned with weaknesses (Weber, 2007). Thus, though 

nonviolence works best with political morality as well as philosophy, armed revolts are what keep traditions of Indian 

independence movements.Non-violence and Non-obedience movements against the colonial sway power of Britishers.  

 

Methods 

 An in-depth and wide search utilising literature databases as well as conference proceedings has resulted in gaining a 

comprehensive landscape of reviewing literature. Considering pertinent journals emphasising Indian independence movement by 

an anti-colonialist nationalist, Mahatma Gandhi accentuates this study’s essence to acquire actual Indian freedom struggle 

explicitly (Devika & Arulmani, 2014). An adequate number of journals is regarded from relevant academic databases, which 

include Gandhi’s publications as well as criticisms against limitations of Gandhian political reforms of non-violence. Selection 

of journals is considered to not be prior to 2000, which is intended to retain relevance of this journal in contemporary society and 

politics (Shrivastava, Tiwari & Chanda, 2021). Hence, choice of key journals and articles having interpretations of Indian 

independence movements by Mahatma Gandhi and well-known publications of himself emerges to be conducive reinforcements 

for this journal. 

 In this regard, scanning the abstract of 15 articles requires scanning more than 200 journals and selecting them as 

reviews. A secondary database has been regarded in obtaining relevant journals, as national independence movement of India 

cannot be limited to a realm of research concerning vastness (Tripathi, 2022). The illustration and views of Indian freedom 

movement against British rule have been exemplified in an adequate manner using pre-existing peer-reviewed journals 

emphasising the same research area. A set of total 15 articles, which are inscribed in English language have been considered 

using literature database to ensure this current journal’s simplicity to understand. Both Gandhi's struggle for India’s 

independence with various movements and their limitations in Indian democratic society is widely focused on Gandhi’s and 

others’ works collated from academic databases (Sahoo & Nayak, 2022). Thus, consideration of 15 articles has been a conducive 

research method in this study, which assists to obtain a detailed grasp of Gandhi’s Indian independence movement. 

 

Theoretical findings 

Gellner's theory of nationalism 

 

 Gellner's theory of nationalism emphasised the origin of nationalism, which can be related to Gandhian political ethics 

of Indian independence movement. This theory posits that nationalism often starts by considering transformation of society that 

is from an agrarian-based economy as well as a social structure that centres on industrialism (Kerr, 2019). Gellner's perspective 

believed society before industrialism used to be vertically bound with over 80% population being peasants. These distinctions 

between communities (fiefdoms) and classes need to be restructured with industrialism, which sets forth nationalism as equal 

political sovereignty. Relevance of this theory comes forward in context of Gandhi’s freedom struggle, where his political ethics 

embraced inclusiveness in nationalism in Indian society, as illustrated in Gandhi’s “Hind Swaraj” (Dhareshwar, 2013).  

 

Democratic theory in nationalism 

 

 Liberal-democratic theory presumes that decentralisation endorses democratic participation, particularly local self-

government. On a national level, decentralisation is noticed to promote political participation with regard to political training, 

education, and retention of political stability. This theory is toward principles of dialogue, voice, and others, which in a way, 

promotes national unity, and the same is observed in political policies of Mahatma Gandhi in Indian independence movement 
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(Varshney, 1988). Gandhian political ethics was for gaining freedom from British imperialism, and thus, his call for democracy 

in India seems to be pertinent in context of a democratic India, which was possible through efforts of common people.  

 

Role of Indigenous Khadi and other products  

 

All rights over the running indigenous staffs were taken by the satanic government, and even they took the right of the land, so 

they can't farm. Here, Gandhiji developed and introduced Khadi cotton to create Indigenous products for the sake of the 

commoners. So, khadi could uplift them from poverty, and the productions that were exported from England could not torment 

them, anymore. The Khadi was made to forsake all foreign products. Love for the entire nation, even for the enemies, and spread 

positivity in the surround, and even to budge is the moral messages. 

 

Discussion 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian lawyer and an anti-colonial nationalist who have been employed for 

nonviolent resistance for creating a better campaign. It is helping to motivate the movement of civil rights and leading freedom 

all over the world. Literature analysis has been discussed about the global roots of the freedom struggle in India. It provides an 

idea about the conception of Gandhi and religions. As stated by Nwachukwu et al. (2020), anti-colonialism in India has been 

motivated by political and economic, and religious factors for avoiding the risk of British domination. He believes in the trust 

ship more than the conflict and he has been helping in the development of women's empowerment. Gandhi motivates Indian 

women for making the cottage industry for determining self-reliance. Along with this, he has been concerned about the 

protection of the environment and has written a book named “Hind Swaraj”. 

The rules and fundamental beliefs enriched the movement of Non-violence was taken at the seminar of Lahore in 1920. 

The different ideologies of leading leaders of the Softist chamber of The National Congress had been taken to redeem the violent 

moves against the government.  

“Co-operation in any shape or form with this satanic government is sinful” 

Mahatma believed that the path of cruelty takes one in the middle of nowhere, and the sanity of an individual would be 

violent with such acts (Sethy, 2022). His ideologies about peaceful and legitimate protection were so strong that he abode the 

Movement because of the violence that took place in Chaurichaura, UP. 

The Dandi marched along with his fellows; he called for the Non-Obedience movement. He arrives at the ashram on the river 

bank of Sabarmati; he took a bath and made salt, which was banned by the government as they ran the business (Debnath, 2019). 

Indian people, from teachers to students, youth to old, from rich to poor actively took place in the movement, with the 

fundamental ideology of "Ahinsha and Satyagraha". 

“On bended knees,I asked for bread and received a stone instead”. 

Indigenous staff like cotton, raw materials, and commercial product was banned by the government, thereby; the life of 

commoners grew worse. In order to take the right of simplest rights over the trade should not be taken. 

This book is based on the ideas of Satyagraha, Swaraj, politics, and religion. The philosophy of Satyagraha have been 

discussed when he was in South Africa. Gandhi has founded Phoenix Ashram and Sabarmati ashram for determining the various 

methods of participating in the Satyagraha. Gandhi has created Nation-building during the time movement which is motivating 

the concept of the youth and the philosophy of the country. As commented by Ranganathan et al. (2022), Mahatma Gandhi is a 

well-known figure in the movement of the Indian nationalist for his role in creating a non-violent civil uprising. He has discussed 

about colonial education which has been created by a sense of the inferiority of the Indian’s mind and creating western 

civilisation to destroy the pride of the culture of the country. The theory of civil disobedience is a nonviolent, public and political 

action for determining the law and creating changes for the law and the government policy. There are mainly three methods for 

civil disobedience, which are included nonviolent civil disobedience, lawful protest demonstration, and violent civil 

disobedience. 

Conclusion 

 From the above study, it can be concluded that Mahatma Gandhi played a pivotal role in ensuring India’s freedom from 

British rule through non-violent national movements over the years. His interpretations of equal participation yet a denial of 

violence based on Hindu culture penetrated his nationalist views - India’s independence would be out of question without his 

ethical strategies. Starting from boycotting British goods to endeavouring to make India self-efficient in food and clothing - this 

anti-colonial nationalist’s political ethics with nonviolence has been commemorative. Nevertheless, contrary criticisms from 

different perceptions, illustrated in this study, also question success of Gandhi’s political policy in Indian independence 

movement to some extent. However, his freedom struggles of nationalism seem to be justified when excluding selfishness and 

narrow-mindedness. Hence, this study provides a detailed evaluation of both sides of a coin in context of Indian independence 

movement by Mahatma Gandhi. 
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Future scope 
 

The study has offered both positive and argumentative perceptions of Indian independence movements, which found 

their basis in Mahatma Gandhi’s political ethics of nonviolence. Views of varied nationalists have unquestionably broadened 

one’s comprehension of intellectual insights into today’s unstable political as well as social contexts. A conducive solution to 

nationalism or against colonial rules, such as nonviolence can arguably offer cohesion at national level (Mukherjee, 2010). For 

instance, imperialism practiced on the part of government to some extent in various areas in modern India can also be retorted 

with Gandhian principles of nonviolence in later times also. This is where relevance of this paper comes forth with its profound 

mechanisms contributing to prospectus future of India’s political and national grounds. 

 

Research limitation 

Though this paper has consolidated numerous aspects relevant to context of Gandhi’s political ethics in Indian 

independence movements, more focus in certain areas will be fruitful. Apart from positive mechanisms derived from Mahatma 

Gandhi’s freedom struggles against British colonial rule, contradictory dogmas also persist concerning his failure to India’s 

independence (Coward, 2012). A further and explicit emphasis on criticisms from perspectives of Marxism, pragmatism, and 

others, thus, can widen this study’s profundity by gaining actual success Gandhi brought in India’s independence. Observations 

of Gene Sharp, George Orwell, Eric Erikson, and others with regard to Gandhi’s anti-colonial movements for India’s freedom 

will help to obtain a better viewpoint of nationalism.  

Moreover, this study has applied a secondary research method by including pre-existing articles having the same 

research subject. Implementation of a primary research method would bring an actual perception of relevance of nonviolence in 

contemporary world. Hence, this article offers hints regarding key mechanisms of Indian independence movement with an 

emphasis on Gandhi’s role, a further illustration of which can enrich one’s understanding in this regard. 
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