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ABSTRACT

This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of Islamic environmental ethics, which are founded on the
teachings of the Qur'an and the Hadith (sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad). At its core is the
concept of Tawheed, which emphasizes the oneness of Allah and the interconnectedness of all creation.
Within this framework, humans are seen as stewards of the Earth, entrusted with the responsibility of caring
for and preserving the natural environment. The paper explores various aspects of Islamic teachings related
to nature, water, plants, animals, and ethical conduct, highlighting the reverence accorded to all living beings
as manifestations of divine wisdom. Additionally, it discusses contemporary environmental challenges and
suggests practical ways to integrate Islamic environmental ethics into addressing these issues, emphasizing
moderation, balance, and responsible stewardship as guiding principles. Overall, the paper emphasizes the
importance of incorporating Islamic values into environmental discourse and action for a more sustainable

and harmonious relationship between humanity and nature.

The research methodology employed in this paper on Islamic environmental ethics involves a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach aimed at exploring the philosophical, theological, and

practical dimensions of the subject matter. The methodology encompasses the following key components:

Literature Review: The study begins with an extensive review of existing literature on Islamic
environmental ethics, drawing from academic sources, scholarly articles, books, and religious texts. This

review provides a foundational understanding of the key concepts, principles, and debates within the field.

Textual Analysis: The Qur'an and Hadith serve as primary sources for Islamic environmental ethics. A
detailed textual analysis is conducted to examine relevant verses, narratives, and teachings that address

humanity's relationship with the environment, ethical responsibilities, and stewardship principles.
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Comparative Analysis: The study involves a comparative analysis of Islamic environmental ethics with
other ethical frameworks, philosophies, and religious traditions. This comparative approach helps identify

similarities, differences, and unique contributions of Islamic perspectives on environmental stewardship.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout the research process, ethical considerations are paramount,
particularly when interpreting religious texts and engaging with diverse perspectives. Respect for cultural
sensitivities, religious beliefs, and ethical principles guides the conduct of the study and ensures the integrity

of the research findings.

Synthesis and Analysis: The findings from the literature review, textual analysis, interviews, surveys, and
case studies are synthesized and analyzed to identify recurring themes, patterns, and insights related to
Islamic environmental ethics. This process involves critical reflection, interpretation, and synthesis of

diverse sources to develop a comprehensive understanding of the topic.

Keywords: Islamic environmental ethics, Stewardship, Interconnections, Sanctity of creation, Harmony

with nature, Responsible consumption

INTRODUCTION

The intricate tapestry of Islamic teachings weaves a profound narrative of humanity's relationship with the
natural world, encapsulating a holistic perspective on environmental stewardship. Rooted in the recognition
of nature as a divine gift bestowed by Allah, Islamic ecological principles offer a comprehensive framework
for the preservation, conservation, and responsible management of the environment. These principles,
deeply embedded within the Qur'an and Hadith, illuminate the interconnectedness between humans and

nature, emphasizing the intrinsic value and sanctity of the Earth.

In Islamic doctrine, the concept of Tawheed serves as a foundational belief, underscoring the unity and
sovereignty of Allah over all creation. This principle reverberates throughout Islamic environmental ethics,
imparting a profound sense of reverence and respect for the natural world. The Qur'an, with its over 750
verses dedicated to various aspects of nature, portrays the Earth as a manifestation of divine wisdom and
grace, worthy of admiration and protection. As stewards entrusted with the care of Allah's creation, humans
are tasked with upholding ethical responsibilities towards the environment. From the ethical treatment of
animals to the sustainable utilization of natural resources, Islamic teachings provide timeless guidance on

fostering harmony and balance within the ecological system. The Qur'an emphasizes moderation,
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responsible consumption, and the condemnation of wastefulness, urging individuals to appreciate the

blessings of the Earth without indulging in extravagance.

Furthermore, Islam advocates for the promotion of justice, mutual respect, and harmony among all beings,
transcending boundaries of ethnicity, race, and religion. The interconnectedness between humans and nature
extends beyond physical ties, encompassing spiritual and moral dimensions that underscore the collective
responsibility of humanity towards the Earth. Despite the profound wisdom embedded within Islamic
environmental ethics, contemporary challenges such as industrialization, urbanization, and climate change
pose significant threats to the environment. Human negligence and exploitation have led to biodiversity
loss, ecological degradation, and imbalances in the natural world, casting a shadow of uncertainty over the

future of humanity.

In light of these challenges, there is an urgent imperative to integrate Islamic environmental ethics into
practical solutions and policy frameworks. By aligning human actions with the principles of stewardship,
conservation, and respect for nature outlined in Islamic teachings, individuals and societies can pave the

way towards a more sustainable and harmonious relationship with the Earth.

THE WORLD IS CREATION OF GOD

In Islamic teachings, the fundamental concept of Tawheed underscores the interconnectedness between God
and His creation. This principle emphasizes the singular existence of a supreme Creator responsible for the
entire universe, with human beings being answerable to Him for their deeds. The holy Qur’an says: “To
Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth, for Allah encompasses everything.”! Abusing
creations, be they living beings or natural resources, is considered a serious sin, as per Tawhid. Tawhid
emphasizes the integrity and sanctity of creation, assigning inherent value to it. The Qur'an states that entities
in the heavens and on earth, encompassing animals, plants, landscapes, celestial bodies like the sun, moon,
and stars, as well as a vast number of people, all acknowledge and praise Allah. “The heavens and the earth
and whatever is in them exalt Him. And there is not a thing except that exalt(Allah) by His praise.”? They

follow the divine will and adhere to the laws set by God without any deviation. However, in today's

! Al- Quran, 4:126

2 Al-Quran,17:44
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materialistic and secular viewpoint, nature is often regarded as an inanimate entity designed solely for
human use. This perspective rationalizes the exploitation and control of the natural world.*

NATURE

Nature is extensively mentioned in the Qur'an, with over 750 verses dedicated to various aspects. Fourteen
chapters are even named after animals and natural occurrences, such as 'the Cow,' 'the Cattle,' 'the Thunder,'
'the Bee,' 'the Ant,' 'the Daybreak,' 'the Sun,' 'the Night,' 'the Fig,' and 'the Elephant.' Additionally, there are

instances where God swears by natural phenomena like 'the dawn' and 'the fig and olive'.

In numerous verses, the Qur’an states that “all the natural phenomena have awareness of God and glorify
God: And We made the mountains and the birds to celebrate our praise along with David.”® “And there is
not a thing but that it glorifies Him with His praise but you do not understand their glorification.”’. In various
verses, natural occurrences are depicted as divine symbols, reflecting the profound knowledge, wisdom, and
omnipotence of God as Allah says in the Qur'an; “Most surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth
and the alternation of the night and the day, and the ships that run in the sea with that which profits men and
the water that God sends down from the cloud, then gives life with it to the earth after its death and spreads
in it all (kinds of) animals, and the changing of the winds and the clouds that are made subservient between

the heaven and the earth, there are signs for a people who understand.”®

WATER
In Islamic culture, water holds significant importance, emphasized by its frequent mention, approximately

60 times, in the Qur'an. It is portrayed as the fundamental source and essence of life. Allah says in the

% Majid, A., Hashimi, S. A., Muneeeb,M., Scientific Interpretations of Quranic Verses regarding Protection of

Nature,Journal of Applied Environmentaland Biological Science,2018,ISSN:2090-4274
* Al-Quran, 89:1

® Al-Quran, 95:1

® Al-Quran, 21:79 & 38:18

" Al-Quran, 17:44

8 Al-Quran, 2:164
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Qur’an: “And We have made of water everything living.””® “Allah has created every [living] creature from
water. And of them are those that move on their bellies, and of them are those that walk on two legs, and of

them are those that walk on four. Allah creates what He wills. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.”°

And it is He who sends the winds as good tidings before His mercy, and We send down from the sky pure
water.”11

A Muslim seeking to engage in ritual prayer, handle the Holy Qur'an, or perform circumambulation around
the Ka'bah in Mecca must achieve a state of ritual purity. To attain this purity, the individual is required to

perform ablution using water.

In the practice of their ritual prayers, Muslims are required to bow down to God multiple times, placing
their foreheads on the ground, typically using earthly materials like soil or sand. In situations where water
is unavailable or its use may be detrimental to one's health, individuals are instructed to perform a specific
ablution using earth or similar materials. Islamic teachings highlight the earth as the source from which
human beings were created. The Qur’an says: “From it (earth) We created you and into it, we shall send you
back and from it, we will raise you a second.”*? The Holy Prophet is quoted as saying: Preserve the earth
because it is your mother.!3

The Earth was created by God and designed to be suitable for humanity. It is a manageable and adaptable
environment, providing a livelihood for people. Humans are encouraged to utilize and develop the Earth for
their benefit. The Holy Qur’an says: “He is the one who created you from the earth and settled you upon it

so that you might cultivate the land and construct towns and cities in which to live.”**

® Al-Quran, 21:30

10 Al-Quran, 24:45

11 Al-Quran, 25:48

12 Al-Quran, 20:55

13 FaizulQadeer,3260,Vol.3,P.234

14 Al-Quran, 11:61
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PLANTS

Islam places great emphasis on the preservation and protection of trees, considering it not only a practical
necessity but also a deeply spiritual act. Planting and nurturing trees are regarded as acts of worship that
carry immense significance in Islamic teachings. The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, conveyed
the importance of trees through his words and actions, highlighting their value as essential components of
the environment and society.

According to Islamic tradition, planting a tree is more than just an environmental endeavor—it is a virtuous
act that earns spiritual rewards. The Prophet Muhammad emphasized this notion by recommending a special
prayer to be recited when planting a tree, elevating the simple act of planting into a sacred ritual. Moreover,
cutting down trees, even during times of conflict such as battle, is strictly prohibited unless absolutely
necessary. The Prophet explicitly instructed his followers against the unnecessary destruction of trees,
emphasizing the sanctity of their existence.

Before engaging in battles, the Prophet Muhammad provided clear directives to his soldiers, emphasizing
the utmost importance of avoiding harm to all living beings, including trees. He instructed them to prioritize
the protection of women, children, the elderly, and those who had surrendered, underscoring the principles
of compassion and mercy even in times of conflict. Furthermore, the Prophet explicitly forbade the
destruction or burning of farms and gardens, recognizing the vital role of agriculture in sustaining
communities.

Beyond safeguarding plants, numerous hadiths encourage Muslims to actively engage in planting and
farming as acts of charity and benevolence. The Prophet Muhammad likened planting a tree, especially one
that bears fruits consumed by humans or animals, to an act of charity, highlighting its far-reaching benefits
for society. Similarly, he equated the act of watering a date or lote tree to providing a refreshing drink to a
thirsty believer, symbolizing the spiritual nourishment derived from nurturing and caring for the
environment. ™

Islam's emphasis on the planting and protection of trees reflects its holistic approach to environmental
stewardship, intertwining practical actions with spiritual devotion. By nurturing and preserving trees,

Muslims fulfill their duty as custodians of the Earth, embodying the values of compassion, generosity, and

15 Shomali, M., Aspects of Environmental Ethics: An Islamic Perspective, Nov. 2008, p.8
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sustainability advocated by their faith.Islam strongly encourages the planting of trees and emphasizes the
importance of their protection. Planting a tree is regarded as a form of worship, with a special prayer

recommended for this virtuous act, and cutting down a tree even during battle is prohibited.

Animals

In Islamic teachings, animals are accorded various rights, for which humans bear responsibility. They are
integral to nature, embodying a specific natural order. Animals serve as manifestations of naturalistic
phenomena, with each species possessing a distinct life cycle. The Qur'an underscores this concept,
affirming that animals are indicative of Allah's design in nature. The verses in the Qur'an emphasize the
coexistence of animals and humans as a divine sign, urging mankind to contemplate these manifestations of
Allah's creation in the natural world.® Allah says in the Qur'an: “And in your creation, and what He scattered

(through the earth) of moving (living) creatures are signs for people who have Faith with certainty.”’

Islam emphasizes the ethical treatment of animals, acknowledging God as the creator of the universe,
including animals. As God's vicegerent on earth, humans bear responsibility for all creatures, with
accountability for their treatment before God. The Qur'an asserts the intelligence of animals, establishing
the foundation for their ethical rights. Numerous hadith prohibit the unjustifiable killing of animals. It's
crucial to understand that in Islam, animals' right to life is conditional, and respected within the bounds of

reason and Islamic law.18

The Qur'an, for instance, has authorized the slaughter of some kinds of animals to provide food for humans.

Offering animal sacrifices is also a part of the rituals of hajj.*°

Allah says in the Qur'an: “And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for all creatures.”?

16 Zahid, S. U., Batool, M., Alam, A., Exploring the Quranic Perspective on Animals and Zoology: A
Comprehensive Study of Knowledge and Insights, International Research Journal on Islamic Studies Vol. No. 5,

July- December 2023, pp.4-5
17 Al-Quran, 45:4

18 Ghotbi,S.,Ethical rightsofanimals inlslam,Religious Inquiries, Volume9,Number18,2020,pp. 256-257
19 Al-Quran, 2:196
20 Al-Quran, 21: 107
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Prophet Muhammad was the embodiment of mercy. He showed compassion to all those around him, family,
orphans, friends, strangers, and even enemies. The Prophet also treated the environment and animals with
respect and mercy. He taught his followers that because animals were part of Allah’s creation they should
be treated with dignity and due care. Cruelty towards animals is displeasing to Allah - in fact, He describes
one of the Prophet’s opponents as someone who ’strives throughout the land to cause corruption therein and

destroy crops and animals. And Allah does not like corruption.?

Allah says, “And there is no creature on the earth or bird that flies with its wings except that they are

communities like you”??

In the Qur'an, there is guidance emphasizing the importance of avoiding noise pollution, recognizing its
potential to cause harm both physically and psychologically. In a specific instance, Lugman advises his son:
“and lower thy voice; for the harshest of sounds, without doubt, is the braying of the ass.” Per Shari'ah, it is

prohibited to have loud voices, even when reciting the Qur'an in mosques.

In Islam, the act of wasting is strictly forbidden. The Earth is considered the rightful heritage of the virtuous,
and humans are encouraged to appreciate its offerings for their well-being. The Qur'an emphasizes that
people are stewards of God's creation and must not engage in activities that lead to disorder or pollution.
Unlike other species that instinctively fulfill their roles, humans, endowed with free will, require divine
guidance to ensure they fulfill their responsibilities without causing harm. The Qur'an underscores the
importance of responsible consumption, discouraging wastefulness as it goes against the teachings of Allah.
Islam advises against excessive and unjust use of resources, a wasteful mindset, and indulgent extravagance.
The Qur’an says, “And eat and drink and be not extravagant; surely He does not love the extravagant.”?

The path followed by Muslim society involves appreciating the blessings provided by God without

excessive indulgence.

21 Al-Quran, 2:205
22 Al-Quran, 6:38

23 Al-Quran, 7:31
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Promoting harmony and mutual respect on Earth is a universal directive according to the Qur'an. It aims to
eliminate the violence that arises from ethnic and racial conflicts. God has meticulously created everything
in the universe with precise proportions and measures, both in terms of quantity and quality.

Allah says in the Qur’an: “Verily, We have created everything in determined measures”?* Human activities,
particularly industrialization, disrupt the significance of balance (al-Mizan) or the concept of measure,
leading to the emergence of the greenhouse effect.?®

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the multifaceted teachings of Islam regarding environmental ethics provide a deeply-rooted
and holistic perspective on humanity's relationship with the natural world. Central to these teachings is the
recognition of nature as a divine gift bestowed by Allah, sustaining life and serving as a testament to His
wisdom and grace. Embedded within Islamic principles is the concept of Tawheed, emphasizing the unity
and interconnectedness of all creation under the sovereignty of Allah. This foundational belief underscores
the inherent value and sanctity of the environment, compelling individuals to act as responsible stewards
entrusted with its care.

The Quran and Hadith serve as guiding sources, offering numerous verses and teachings that emphasize the
significance of environmental preservation, conservation, and sustainable resource management. From the
ethical treatment of animals to the protection of plant life and the preservation of water resources, Islamic
teachings provide comprehensive guidance on fostering harmony and balance within the ecological system.
Furthermore, Islam condemns wastefulness, extravagance, and the exploitation of natural resources,
promoting moderation and responsible consumption as essential virtues.

The interconnectedness between humans and nature is a recurring theme in Islamic scripture, with verses
highlighting the profound relationship between humanity and the environment. This interconnectedness is
not merely physical but spiritual and moral as well, emphasizing the interconnectedness of all life forms

and the collective responsibility of humans towards the Earth. Additionally, Islam advocates for the

24 Al-Quran, 54:49

% Mian, H. S., Ata ur Rahman, Environmental Ethics of Islam, Hazara Islamicus, July to December 2013 (2-2) 27,
pp- 31-32
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promotion of harmony, justice, and mutual respect among all beings, transcending boundaries of ethnicity,
race, and religion.

However, despite these timeless teachings, contemporary challenges such as industrialization, urbanization,
deforestation, pollution, and climate change pose significant threats to the environment. The negligent
behavior of humans towards the environment has led to biodiversity loss, ecological degradation, and
imbalances in the natural world, jeopardizing the well-being of present and future generations.

In light of these challenges, there is an urgent need to integrate Islamic environmental ethics into practical
solutions and policy frameworks. By aligning human actions with the principles of stewardship,
conservation, and respect for nature outlined in Islamic teachings, individuals and societies can mitigate the
adverse effects of environmental degradation and work towards a more sustainable and harmonious

relationship with the Earth.
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